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With a smile on his face
from ear to ear, project
leader Steve Lyster said a
two-year dream to build
affordable housing
through Habitat For Hu-
manity here in Barrhead
has come true.

“Ladies and gentlemen,
we are ready to build,”
said Lyster, to resounding
applause before a group of
50 supporters July 21, in-
cluding local MLA Ken
Kowalski, Town of Bar-
rhead mayor Brian
Schulz, Barrhead County
Reeve Helmut Ehrenholz,

Habitat For Humanity
Edmonton president and
CEO Alfred Nikolai and
the entire volunteer team
who have worked so hard
since the summer of 2008
to build the first Habitat
For Humanity housing
project in Barrhead.

“We are breaking
ground and our building
is about to start.”

Habitat For Humanity
is the internationally-rec-
ognized movement start-
ed in the southern United
States in the 1970s, which
aims to provide affordable
housing for hundreds of
thousands of working peo-

ple around the world,
Lyster said.

There are now 101
countries with affiliation
with Habitat For Human-
ity, Lyster said.

The Barrhead project
will see not one, but two,
families benefit as the
project involves building a
duplex on 59th Avenue in
the Coronet subdivision.

The idea for Barrhead
to get involved with Habi-
tat For Humanity dates
back to the summer of
2008, when local retired
United Church minister
Glen Simmonds suggest-
ed this community get in-
volved, said Lyster.

A meeting was held a
few weeks later in late
July of 2008 with Habitat

For Humanity supporters
from across the region in
attendance, as well as
Nikolai and other head of-
fice staff from Edmonton,
he said.

While Barrhead is a rel-
atively small community
to take on a project like
this, the support from in-
dividuals, businesses and
community leaders has
been overwhelming from
the start, said Lyster.

“Only through the com-
munity’s support have we
been allowed to realize
this dream,” he said.

With construction ready
to start within days and a
small army of volunteers
ready and willing to help,
the goal to have construc-
tion finished two weeks

before Christmas is real-
istic, said Lyster.

“What a great Christ-
mas present” for two for-
tunate families, he said.

While the project still
needs $60,000 of dona-
tions in-kind and a few
more volunteers, the proj-
ect is ready to proceed and
there’s no reason to be-
lieve it won’t be finished
on schedule just before
Christmas, he said.

“The real dream will
come when we hand over
the keys,” said Lyster
smiling.

Local businesses have
donated services like sand
and gravel to build the
foundation, to pour the
concrete and Cargill Agri-
cultural Horizons donat-

ed $10,000 through its
Cargill Care community
support initiative, said
Lyster.

Nikolai concurred that
without the hard work
and support across the en-
tire community, this proj-
ect would not have become
a reality.

“With the impetus, vi-
tality and support of
neighbours helping neigh-
bours, we’ve been able to
see this project come to
fruition,” he said.

The organizing commit-
tee of volunteers has com-
bined to work thousands
of hours over the last two
years and deserve credit
for a job well done, he
said.
See COMMUNITY, 5A

Habitat For Humanity dream home set to begin construction
Two lucky Barrhead families will be
selected following interview process

Construction will begin within days on the first Habitat For
Humanity project ever built in Barrhead. On hand for the big
announcement last week were, from left, Cargill Agricultur-

al Horizons manager Marty O’Brien, Barrhead County Reeve
Helmut Ehrenholz, Town of Barrhead Mayor Brian Schulz,
Barrhead-Westlock-Morinville MLA Ken Kowalski, Alfred

Nikolai, president and CEO of Habitat For Humanity Edmon-
ton and local project leader Steve Lyster. Construction is
set to be completed by Dec. 15 if everything goes well.
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