Once you've finally settled in,
you may start to view your
home with a more objective
eye. Perhaps there are things
you'd like to change — the
kitchen cabinets or the floor-
ing, for instance. Perhaps there
are things that require repair
or replacement, such as the
plumbing or the windows. You
will soon realize that mainte-
nance, repair and renovations
are a normal part of home-
ownership.

Do regular maintenance and
repair

By doing regular mainte-
nance and taking care of small
repairs right away, you’ll avoid
more costly repairs down the
road.

One of the best things you
can do is get to know your new
home. Here are some things
you need to know:

Your home is made up of var-
ious components that work to-
gether. These include mechan-
ical systems (heating, air con-
ditioning and ventilation) and

the building envelope (founda-
tions, floors, walls, windows,
doors and roof).

You need to learn enough
about the major mechanical
systems of your home to be
able to perform routine main-
tenance and handle various
emergencies. Every adult
member of your household
should know the location of and
how to operate the following:

* Main shutoff valves for water
and fuel (oil or natural gas);

* Emergency switch for the
furnace or burner;

* Hot water heater thermostat
and breaker;

* Main electrical switch;

* Fuse box or circuit breaker
box.

Renovations targeted at in-
creasing energy-efficiency may
affect appliances venting by a
chimney. Check chimney per-
formance if you tighten the en-
velope or add exhaust fans.

Remember that homes, like
people, get old. It’s a good idea
to inspect your home regularly
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Tips on home repair and maintenance

and replace or repair parts and
materials that wear out with
use and time. And remember
that since different components
of your home work together
and affect each other, minor re-
pairs can quickly become major
ones if they are not immedi-
ately taken care of.

You will probably be able to
do many of the repairs your-
self. However, if you feel you
cannot handle the job on your
own, it 1s best to call an expert.
No matter who carries out the
repair, remember that the
work has to be well done. Bad
materials and poor workman-
ship will end up costing you
more in the end. Don’t forget
to keep records of any repairs
and improvements you make.
Home improvements

Besides doing regular main-
tenance and repairing your
home, you will also want to
consider renovating or making
improvements. These changes
will not only make the home
more pleasant for you to live

in, they may also increase its
value.

Change is good but be careful
not to go overboard unless you
plan to stay in your home for
many years. If you are plan-
ning to sell your house, you
also have to ensure that the
changes don’t make your home
worth a lot more than the oth-
er homes around you. Remem-
ber that the value of your home
is closely related to the other
homes in your area.

Here are some things to keep
in mind when planning a
change or renovation:

Think about how changes
would appeal to someone buy-
ing your home in the future.
You can make very personal-
ized changes with paint be-
cause it is inexpensive and can
easily be changed. However,
things like flooring, cabinets
and countertops have a longer
life — make choices that will
also be appealing to others.

Think about getting your
home energy-rated. This will

~ BASARGIN

tell you how energy efficient
your home is and what im-
provements are possible. Visit
the Natural Resources Cana-
da Office of Energy Efficiency
at www.oee.nrcan.gc.ca/resi-
dential to learn more about the
ecoENERGY Retrofit program.

Updating the bathrooms and
kitchens in an older home can
increase its resale value.

Don’t underestimate the im-
portance of landscaping. The
right planting can improve the
appearance and value of your
home.

Updating your exterior paint,
installing new roofing, resur-
facing your walkways and
driveway, adding attractive
mailboxes and front-yard
planting will also help make
your home more appealing.

Over time, some renovations
can practically pay for them-
selves, especially if they result
in savings on utility bills, a
higher selling price or years of
greater comfort and enjoyment
in your home.
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Control your comfort and energy
consumption -- all at once.

Expect more from your independent Trane dealer.

Are you interested in potentially reducing your energy
consumption? Trane can help. Installing a more energy
efficient furnace is one of the best ways you can decrease your
energy usage. Trane offers industry-leading gas furnaces that
operate at up to 96.7% efficiency. Isn‘t it time to expect more
from your heating system?

Your new heating and cooling system will affect your
comfort-and energy usage-for years to come. That's why we
are committed to helping you find the best system for your
needs. We conduct a detailed analysis of your home and
ductwork, clearly explain your options, and provide installation
and service, too. Some people might say we go the extra mile,
but it’s just how we like to do business. When you expect more
you get more. It's that simple.

Call now for a free home comfort consultation.
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